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forces, in order to have the greatest number of
raids on hand at once, and we added fluidity to
their ordinary speed by using one district on
Monday, another on Tuesday, a third on Wednes-
day. This much reinforced their natural mobility.
It gave us priceless advantages in pursuit, for the
force renewed itftelf with fresh men in every new
tribal area, and gave us always our pristine energy.
Maximum disorder was in a real sense our
equilibrium.

The internal economy of the raiding parties was
equally curious. We aimed at maximum articula-
tion. We were serving a common ideal, without
tribal emulation, and so we could not hope for any
esprit de corps to reinforce our motives. Soldiers
are made a caste either by being given great pay
and rewards in money, uniform, or political
privileges; or, as in England, by being made
outcasts, cut off from their fellows by contempt.
We could not knit man to man, for our tribesmen
were in arms willingly, by conviction. There
have been many armies enlisted voluntarily:
there have been few armies serving voluntarily
under such trying conditions, for so long a war
as ours. Any of the Arabs could go home when-
ever the conviction failed him. Our only contract
was honour.